
 Langham Court Theatre
 presents

By Helene Hanff
Adapted by James Roose-Evans

Directed by 
Sylvia Rhodes

October 3 - 20, 2012



BLUE BRIDGE REPERTORY THEATRE
At the McPherson Playhouse

DIRECTED BY BRIAN RICHMOND

OCTOBER 30 TO NOVEMBER 10
STARRING SARA-JEANNE HOSIE

“ONE OF THE MOST  
INFLUENTIAL,  

SUCCESSFUL AND 
ACCLAIMED FEMALE 
VOCALISTS OF THE  
20TH CENTURY.”  

– CBS NEWS

Save 20% PURCHASING PATSY CLINE WITH YOUR BLUE PASS! 
ONLY AVAILABLE AT THE BLUE BRIDGE OFFICE
250 385 4462 | OR VISIT  #3 FAN TAN ALLEY

SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE AT  
THE MCPHERSON PLAYHOUSE  
250 386 6121 | RMTS.BC.CA



Director's Notes

In this age of instant messaging, emails, texting, twitter etc, it is refreshing to 
hark back to a time when people corresponded in a way that enabled them to 
reveal themselves over time, and, dare one say, after more considered thought; 
when two people, living on two different continents, could, through their letters, 
exchanged over 20 years, discover the special joy of sharing their common love of 
literature.
But our play speaks not only to those of us who delight in reading, but to all of us 
who recognise one of life’s precious gifts, the gift of friendship.

Sylvia Rhodes
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The play takes place in two areas, the apartment of Helene Hanff in New York City 
and the former antiquarian book shop at 84 Charing Cross Road. Scenes begin in 

1949 and 1951 when Britain was just recovering from the war, through the year of 
the Coronation 1953, the years of the Beatles and Carnaby Street  

and ending in the more affluent times of 1969.
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SyLviA RhODeS
Director
This is the 10th play that Sylvia has directed at Langham Court. Other plays 
include last season’s Rabbit Hole, also Shadowlands, Private Lives, Act of the 
Imagination, School for Scandal and The Mouse Trap. Since joining Langham 
in 1976 with a 9 year break living in Africa, she has performed in many plays 
including Lady in the Van, Shot in the Dark and The Lion in Winter. 

viNNie ChADwiCK
Producer

Vinnie has costumed and produced many plays over the last twenty-five 
years. She would like to extend a warm welcome to the three new cast and 

five new crew members, including Assistant Producer Wumi Awofala. Besides 
duties as Producer, Vinnie enjoys her time with her three grandchildren and 

plans for travel to Hong Kong and India in November. Thank you to Sylvia for 
the opportunity to work with her again and to the dedicated cast and crew.

PeNeLOPe hARwOOD
Stage Manager
84 Charing Cross Road is Penelope’s third production as Stage Manager for 
Langham; the others being Enchanted April and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
She also directed A Shot in the Dark and Perfect Wedding at Langham. She 
is looking forward to directing Cake Walk for St. Luke’s Players next spring. 
Thanks to Sylvia for directing a challenging and engaging show.

PAuL GiLLAN
Assistant Stage Manager / Thomas

Paul Gillan is a relative newcomer to the theatre. Paul worked as the Props 
Master for Lady In The Van, stage crew for Month In The Country and several 
productions of Readers’ Theatre, all at Langham Court. Paul was one of the 
“husbands” who got the cold shoulder in Smell Of The Kill (Fringe Festival) 

and recently worked with the cast and crew of Rabbit Hole as Assistant Stage 
Manager and Pink Thunderbird as Assistant Producer. Paul is Assistant Stage 

Manager for 84, Charing Cross Road and plays the part of Thomas.

BiLL ADAMS
Set Design
It is always a challenge to have two settings running concurrently in one 
play and Bill likes a challenge. This play provides a wonderful opportunity 
for design creativity. Other sets that Bill has designed recently include Beauty 
Queen of Leenane and The Drowsy Chaperone.

ChAD LAiDLAw
Lighting Design

Recently returned from living in Iceland, Chad is happy to be at Langham 
Court and lighting shows again. Most recently, he designed lights for 1959 

Pink Thunderbird Convertible, while simultaneously stage managing Lone Star. 
No stranger to wearing multiple hats at once, Chad has also recently taken 

on the role of Box Office Manager, which provides a different set of chal-
lenges to juggle with those of design. He really hopes to learn how to juggle.

Production Biographies



PetA MACKeNzie
Costume Co-ordinator
Peta has been involved in the Victoria Theatre scene for many years and 
has worked in most capacities of production including Stage Management, 
Props, Costumes and has  appeared on stage in several Victoria Operatic 
Society productions including Mame, Camelot, Brigadoon and My Fair Lady. 
She has produced numerous shows both at Langham Court and for The 
V.O.S. and is an Honorary Life Member of both groups.

ALAN MACKeNzie
Sound Design

Alan has worked on numerous productions since joining Langham Court 
while still in High School, (about 50 years ago!). He has designed sound for 

several Victoria Operatic Society productions and he spent many years  
working and touring with the Victoria based Show-Bands “Doc & The Doo 

Wops” and more recently “String of Pearls.” Besides being  one of our  
Honorary Life Members, Alan is also Langham's Technical Director.

JeAN De CARtieR
Properties
84 Charing Cross Road is Jean's fifth play as as part of the production team 
with director Sylvia Rhodes. Shadowlands in 2008 was her first play as a crew 
member at Langham Court Theatre. Having had no experience with theatre 
before and recently retired she was looking for a new ways to expand her 
interest and skills. Since 2008, Jean has worked with many directors and has 
enjoyed being part of community theatre at Langham Court and St. Lukes.

SALLy CRiCKMAN
Set Decor / Joan Todd

Sally is delighted to be doing Set Decor for 84 Charing Cross Road. Having 
lived in post war London she remembers the rationing and can relate to 
Megan's desire to move to warmer climes as she moved with her family  

to Australia in 1948. Sally is also pleased to have a very important role  
as Mrs. Todd and has diligently learned her lines.  

Thanks to all the cast and crew for their hard work.

Production Biographies

OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE
www.prestigepictureframing.ca

Enhance and upgrade your present or newly acquired art work
to current conservation standards and design concepts.



About the Playwright

Synopsis

The play 84 Charing Cross 
Road is based on Helene 
Hanff’s bestselling book of 
the same name which tells 
the story of the real corre-
spondence between herself 
and the manager of the book 
shop at that address, Frank 
Doel, and although they 
never met, resulted in a 20 
year friendship.
After many unsuccessful 
attempts to write a play she 
became a script reader for 
a film company and wrote 
”84” in her 50’s but was not 
invited to write the screenplay (for the award winning film version, starring Anthony Hopkins and 
Anne Bancroft). Writing a synopsis for The Lord of the Rings, she submitted an extra invoice for $40 
for ”mental torture”.
Helene wrote to a friend “I was wary of meeting Frank, I had a feeling we might disappoint each 
other, that it would fatally interfere with our correspondence”. (There is a brass plate on the site of 
the shop which is no longer there.)

Helene Hanff, born in Philadelphia wrote many unproduced plays and 
the book, 84 Charing Cross Road was written at the lowest part of her 
career. Hearing of Frank Doel's death she says, "the news was devastat-
ing. It seemed to me that the last anchor of my life – my bookshop 
– was taken from me". It was then that she wrote the story of her rela-
tionship with the shop and particularly Frank Doel, "her little nothing 
book". She never married and later achieved greater success with her 
books and her trip to "84" is chronicled in The Duchess of Bloomsbury 
Street. She died in 1997 at the age of 80.

Bravo
 Langham Court Theatre

for staging this sentimental story  
of love and great literature.



Cast and Crew of 84, Charing Cross Road

M E L I N A  B O U C H E R

For the Listing & Purchases of your Victoria Properties   

250.385.2033   MelinaBoucher.ca    

Newport 
Realty

944 RANKIN ROAD

Extraordinary Gorge waterfront location. 

Wonderful layout for entertaining.

Exquisite views and private beach.

$765,000



JeNNifeR hOeNeR
Helene Hanff
Jennifer’s theatre credits are extensive and varied. Past Langham shows 
include Shadowlands, Betrayal, The Dining Room, Night Sky, Angel Street, 
Money and Friends, The Club, Of Mice and Men, Noises Off, and Pygmalion. She 
has also performed with Victoria Operatic Society and the Victoria Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society. Brought up in a musical family, Jennifer studied violin and 
trained in classical ballet. She has been a guest artist with the Civic Orchestra 
of Victoria and is currently studying voice.

ROGeR CARR
Frank Doel

Roger’s recent acting at Langham includes The Lady in the Van, Shadowlands 
(with Sylvia and Jennifer) and Under Milk Wood. Recent directing at Langham  

includes The Drowsy Chaperone, The Laramie Project and The History Boys.  
He is about to direct David Elendune adaptation of 1984.  

"It has been a delight to play Frank”.

DiANNe CuRRie
Cecily
Known for her more comedic roles Dianne is thrilled to take the stage in her 
first appearance with Langham Court. 

ALiSON fuLLeR
Megan

Alison Fuller is thrilled to be performing in 84 Charing 
Cross Road, her first production with Langham Court Theatre. She has 

appeared as Beatrice in Much Ado about Nothing and Kate in The Taming  
of the Shrew, both with the Fraser Valley’s Press-Ganged Theatre Companie. 

Like Helene, Alison reads extensively and is obsessed with the stories  
behind books. Special thanks to Michael Case, who cheerfully  

puts up with her many personalities.

DiANe BRiGGS-hOyLe
Maxine
Diane is new to Langham Court. Drawn to the theatre three years ago while 
living in Mexico, she immersed herself - performing, sewing, painting, Board 
of Directors and Business Manager. Diane's most recent credits include the 
lead in the musical The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, Catherine Simms in 
The Foreigner, and Elaine Harper in Arsenic and Old Lace. Diane is passionate 
about theatre and thrilled to be a part of the Langham Court family!

DAviD eLeNDuNe
Bill

David lives at home with his big dog, small cat and medium sized wife. 
Artistic highlights so far include: an advanced diploma in directing - two 

national BBC awards for his writing - Head of Sound for Todd AO UK.  
In 2009,  his play Good Night Uncle Joe was produced in Victoria to  
critical acclaim. This November sees the premier of his retro-future  

adaption of 1984 for Giggling Iguana at Intrepid Theatre. 

Cast Biographies



PeteR MCNABB JON SCheeR ALAN OMeROD

This is Jon's first role at 
Langham although he has  
over fifty years experience  
as director, stage manager  
and actor.

Alan has graduated. 
Over 20 years ago 
he was the voice of a 
parrot off stage. Now 
he is on stage. Yes!!

"I had my lines nailed 
faster than any other 
cast member, with the 
possible exception of the 
other two Mr. Martins."

in Hillside Centre

250-595-4232
www.bolen.bc.ca

All at the Alix Goolden Hall

Tickets available now 
at Bolen Books

Don't Miss
    An evening with 

Lloyd Robertson
Sunday, November 4, 7:30pm

David Suzuki & Jeff Rubin
Thursday, November 8, 7:30pm

Jian Ghomeshi
Tuesday, November 20, 7:30pm

Today a reader,
tomorrow a leader.
                 Margaret Fuller

3050  Nanaimo Street ,  Victor ia ,  BC

sales@hil ls ideprint ing.com     www.hi l ls ideprint ing.com



Life Members

Bill Adams
Jim Boardman
Marge Bridgeman
John Britt

Toshik Bukowiecki
Ginny Carter
Roger Carr
Michael Chadwick
Vinnie Chadwick
Antoinette Church
Hetty Clews
Elsie Farr

John Fear
Jane French
Phyllis Gaskell
Corinna Gilliland
Barry Grimshaw
Jill Groves
Kai Hansen
Peta Heald
Angela Henry
Gil Henry
Ned Lemley
Sylvia Lindstrom
Nan Long
Alan MacKenzie
Peta MacKenzie
Thomas Mayne

Leonard McCann
Judith McDowell
Dick Newson
Sylvia Rhodes
Drew Shand
Garth Taylor
Reg Taylor
Paul Terry
Graham Thomson
Jean Topham
Judy Treloar
Michael Tyler
Rick Underwood
Barb Waldner
Jutta Woodland
Brian Woodman

 President Toshik Bukowiecki 
 Past President Sylvia Rhodes
 Vice-President Luke Krayenhoff
 Treasurer Jon Scheer
 Secretary Andrea Pite
 Production Chair 2011-12 Keith Digby and Cynthia Pronick
 Production Chair 2012-13 Wendy Merk
 Members at Large Kevin Stinson
  Michael Kuss
  Michael King
  Peter McNab

Board of Directors

Oct 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 19, 20 at 8 pm
Matinees: Oct 13, 14, 20, 21 at 2 pm

Tickets: Adults $15  Seniors & Students $13
• Amica at Douglas House - 50 Douglas St
• Ivy’s Book Shop - 2188 Oak Bay Ave
• Petals Plus Florist - 3749 Shelbourne St
• Russell Books - 734 Fort St
• At the door

St Luke’s Hall - 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd, at Cedar Hill Rd

Information: 250.884.5484    www.stlukesplayers.org

Opening
Night

is 2 for 1

 W. Somerset Maugham’s 

Directed by Don Keith Directed by Done Keith

LANGHAM COURT THEATRE

A comedy classic by 
Oscar Wilde

Directed by 
Angela Henry

Nov 21 - Dec 08
Single tickets starting at $19

2 for $20 Preview and
2 for $30 Tuesdays

Call Langham Court Theatre at 250-384-2142  
and book your seats today! 

or visit langhamtheatre.ca for more information



Art exhibition

Art is available for viewing in the lounge during theatre hours. Admission-free art shows  
are held the first Sunday of each show run. For more information, please call administration  

at 250.384.2142 or visit www.langhamtheatre.ca/about/art-shows

Neil A fatin – Photographic Art

Tel:  250 745- 8101 (Home)  250 208 0833 (Cell)
Email: fatin.foto@shaw.ca  •  Web: neilfatinphotoart.com

Australian born in small town called Norseman, Western Australia, with Australian/ Slovakian/Irish heri-
tage. Neil emigrated to Canada 25+ years ago. He has had an on and off interest in photography as a 
hobby for the last 45 years. His photographic interests are varied, but he has not had the time up until 
his retirement to pursue this hobby with any seriousness. He is totally self-taught, picking up skills from 
personal experience, reading and taking a keen interest in, and an appreciation of, the works of other 
artists and photographers.

In his former life, Neil trained as a Physician and Internist and went on to health administration.

The Sidney Fine Art Show 2006 was the first event that he had entered any works for either  
adjudication or showing in Canada. Over the years since, he has broadened his photography to include 
photographic art and has entered both media with success in the Sooke Fine Arts Show, the Sidney 
Fine Arts Show, the Cowichan Valley Arts Council Showcases, the Ladysmith Fine Art Multimedia 
Shows, “Click 07 - 12 (Nanaimo), Photo Salon (Nanaimo), Mid Island Photo Expos and the Nanaimo 
Arts Council Fine Art Shows. In the past he has had some of his work published and has received an 
award in a world competition.

His wide travels provide an abundance of material and he always remains fascinated by the interplay of 
nature, life and light. He continues to exhibit his work at various centres throughout Vancouver Island

“ Les Liaisons Dangereuses”  
November 2-4   
Fri.7:30pm, Sat. 2 & 7:30pm,  
Sun. 2pm

Guest Director: Glynis Leyshon 
Adapted for stage by Christopher 
Hampton. 

A scandalous exploration of 
seduction, revenge, and
human malice. 

Metro Studio Theatre.

Tickets also on sale for 
Company C’s
“Bat Boy The Musical”
December 7-9
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victoria theatre Guild

The Victoria Theatre Guild has been offering quality community theatre for 83 years.  
It has not only benefitted from the time and talents of the artists but also the generosity of others. 
This list represents those who have financially contributed this season. If you would like to help us  

to continue bringing quality live theatre to the community, please feel free to contact  
Densie Brown, Theatre Manager, at 250.384.2142.

PRODuCeRS ($3000+)
City of Victoria
Times Colonist
Victoria Arts Marketing

DiReCtORS ($1000+)
Keith Digby
Martin Kava
Jacques Lemay
Monday Magazine
Tommy Mayne
Wendy Merk
Linda O'Connor
Elizabeth & Bill Riehm
Alison Roberts
Paul Terry
Jeffrey Stephens
Frederick & Ann Wurlitzer
Anonymous

DeSiGNeRS ($500+)
Elizabeth Chatfield
Virginia Carter
Elsie Farr
Eric Grace
Highland Heritage  
   Park Society
Corinna Gilliland –  
   In Memory of  
   John Gilliland
Luke Krayenhoff
Gary Pope –  
   In Memory of Brian Pope
RBC Royal Bank
Elizabeth Riehm
Alf Small
Andrew Stephenson  
   & Murray Carey

StAGe MANAGeRS (100+)
Gordon Alexander
Shelley Alexander
The Honorable  
   David Anderson 
   & Mrs. Sandra Anderson
Marion Andrews

Sylvia & Kenneth Austin
Sylvia Buckley –  
   In Memory of Jim Buckley
Susan Bartol-Drinker
Bristol Towne Hair Fashions
Toshik Bukowiecki
John & Sherry Bulter 
Ginny Carter
Linda & Bruce Clark
Adele Clements
Kevin & Liz Conlon
Don & Anne Cooper
Bruce Crawford
Annie Davison
Charles & Sheila Dool
Janet & David Duncan
Robert W. Durie
Elsie Farr 
   In Memory of Bert Farr
Louis Fortier –  
   In Memory  
   of Marion Fortier
Friends of the Greater 
   Victoria Public Library
Gwen & David Gaddes
Phyllis Gaskell
Phil & Lesley Gibbs
Thomas & Mary Gilmour
Tim Gosley
Margaret Griffiths
Barry Grimshaw
Jill Groves
Nick Hall-Patch
Gil & Angela Henry
Robert & Ini Herron
Sandy & John Hook
Bruce Howe
Danda Humphreys
In Memory of James Fuller
Helena Isherwood  –  
   In Memory of  
   Robert Isherwood
Tom Karpiak
Victoria & Albert Keel
Janet Komars
Ned Lemley 

Sylvia Lindstrom 
Nan Long
Barbara Longworth
Doreen Loosmore
Bruce & Nikki MacKenzie
Diane McLaren
Wendy Magahay
Julius Maslovat
Carol Matthews
Frank McGilly
Sylvia & Clifford McLachlan
Kate Mooers
Carol-Anne Moore
Craig Mracek
Jeanette & Michael Mracek
Victor Neufeldt
Dick & Julie Newson
Jeff Norton
Barbara O’Connor
George & Ingrid Owsiacki
Joan Patrick
The Honourable  
   Steven L. Point
Robert Porter
Sylvia Rhodes
Russell Investments  
   Canada Limited
Ingrid Schafer
Mary Schaufele
Jon Scheer
Bob Shatford
Greta Shaya
Dale Shortliffe
Nick Stull –  
   In Memory of  
   Stanley & Ruth Stull
Target Theatre –  
   In Memory of Madge Craig 
   & Dorothy Mabey
Jean Topham
Michael & Anne Tyler
Barb Waldner
Martyn Ward
Doris & Derek Whittle

The Victoria Theatre Guild is generously supported by 
the viCtORiA fOuNDAtiON



SEASON SPONSORS: FUNDING PARTNERS: 

A New Season of Music 
Join us for fine performances in a beautiful setting  
with guest artists, and our renowned faculty and young 
rising stars. Details for all ten concerts online! 
Walter Prossnitz & Friends 
Sunday, October 14, 2012 / 2:30pm

Triple Forte Trio 
Sunday, November 25, 2012 / 2:30pm
Phillip Addis, Baritone 
Saturday, January 26, 2013 / 7:30pm

Alix Goolden Performance Hall
907 Pandora Avenue  / 250.386.5311
Adults $20 /  Students & Seniors $15
Tickets available at the VCM and at the door. 

www.vcm.bc.ca 
CONSERVATORY CONCERT SERIES
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Peter N’ Chris & the Mystery of 
the Hungry Heart Motel
October 11 – 20, 2012 
You’ll “die” laughing at our Spotlight on Alumni  
spoof on a classic whodunit detective story.

Good Person of Setzuan 
November  8– 24, 2012
Set in contemporary China, Bertolt Brecht’s parable  
explores the trials of a good person in a corrupt world.

Reasons To Be Pretty
February 14– 23, 2013
Neil LaBute’s drama mines the layers between self-image  
and self-esteem in our beauty-obsessed society. 

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown  
March 14 – 23, 2013  (Revised)
Good grief!  The loveable Broadway musical ode to  
Charles M. Schulz’s Peanuts gang by Clark Gesner. 

phoenixtheatres.ca
 250.721.8000

2012-13 SEASON Book your “play” 
time in advance 
and save!

20
12

-1
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3 PLAYS FOR $36 
4 FOR $48



V I C T O R I A  S Y M P H O N Y  1 2 / 1 3 
O C T O B E R  T O  N O V E M B E R

O C T O B E R
27 & 28 
Laplante Plays 
Beethoven
signature series 

N O V E M B E R
1, 2 & 3 
Red Hot 
Flamenco!
vs pops

12
Saint Saëns  
Piano Concerto
legacy series

24 & 25
Mozart  
Requiem
signature series

V I C T O R I A S Y M P H O N Y . C A  

andre 
laplante

shoko inoue

compañía azul

tania miller

SE A SON M EDI A SPONSOR S GOV ER N M EN T F U N DER S

PL AT I N U M SPONSOR S

GOLD SPONSOR S


