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Who are the Calendar Girls? A group of ordinary women who hit on the right 
combination of tenacity and bravery and appear nude in a charity calendar that 
sets off a global phenomenon. Calendar Girls is based on the inspiring true story 
of all the good things that can come out of the loss of a loved one. It is the story 
of good friends and friendships tested. It is the story of tragedy and grief and how 
love and friendship can overcome those trials. Our main characters are all mem-
bers of the W.I. or Women’s Institute. The W.I. movement was formed in the UK 
in 1915 to revitalize rural communities and to encourage women to become more 
involved in producing food during the First World War. Since then, the organiza-
tion's aims have broadened and it is now the largest women’s voluntary organiza-
tion in the UK. The W.I. celebrated its 95th anniversary in 2010 and currently has 
208,000 members in 7,000 W.I.s. There are also chapters around the world. As 
well as the social aspect, much of their present work revolves around fundraising 
for special causes. For the last 4 months, I have been blessed to work with a truly 
talented group of volunteers. There is nothing more satisfying than having a great 
script and an enthusiastic cast and crew. Thank you to all who worked so hard.  
I hope you will laugh, cry and enjoy the story of Calendar Girls.

Michael King
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Calendar Girls
by Tim Firth

Based on the Miramax motion picture by Juliette Towhidi and Tim Firth

Calendar Girls was first presented by David Pugh Ltd at Chichester Festival Theatre 
on 5th September 2008. Calendar Girls transferred to the Noël Coward Theatre, 

London, on 4th April 2009. Associate Producer: Stoneface Ltd.
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	 Vicky Etchells	 Chris
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	 Rosemary Jeffery	 Marie
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	 Henry Skey	 Lawrence
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Synopsis
Calendar Girls is set in Knapely village, Yorkshire. The action takes place over the 
course of two years in the village church hall, on top of a nearby hill and at the 

annual Women’s Institute (W.I.) conference in London.
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Michael King
Director
Directing Calendar Girls has been the culmination of a very busy 
year for Michael. In January he was elected President of the 
Victoria Theatre Guild and Langham Court Theatre and was last 
on stage playing Hugh, the “absent father”, in That Face. This 
is Michael’s debut as Director for Langham Court Theatre and 
he would like to thank all of the incredibly talented people who 
worked tirelessly through thick, thin and illness and especially  
his partner and producer, Paul.

Paul Gillan
Producer

Paul Gillan started helping out at Langham Court Theatre with 
Lady In The Van and since then has been in several productions 
of Readers’ Theatre, a production in the Fringe Festival as well 

as continuing to help out at Langham Court Theatre as Assistant 
Stage Manger and Producer. This season, Paul has been in  

84 Charing Cross, Lady Windermere’s Fan and produced  
That Face. Now, he is producing Calendar Girls and  

is looking forward to a bit of rest.

Nick Stull
Stage Manager
Rumor has it that as soon as Nick heard that Michael King was 
directing Calendar Girls, he immediately went to see Michael at 
his job and insisted on being considered as his stage manager! 
Michael agreed, after having worked with Nick in Elizabeth Rex 
and wilting under the pressure. This is Nick's 11th show  
as stage manager for Langham Court.

Lisa Preston
Set Design

Lisa has had fun collaborating with Michael King and the  
amazing cast and crew on her 3rd Langham production.  

Recent LCT work includes set design for That Face and 1959 Pink 
Thunderbird Convertible. She also co-produced and designed  

the set for Love Letters for Georgia in the 2011 Victoria Fringe 
Festival and is the stage/venue design coordinator  

for TEDxVictoria. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Karrie Wolfe
Lighting Design
“Sunflowers turning towards the light…” That’s the Calendar Girls 
image that speaks to Karrie. May the energy and honesty of this 
fun-loving cast and crew speak to you as well. Selected designs 
include: The 39 Steps, Lady Windermere’s Fan, Drowsy Chaperone, 
Laramie Project, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Under Milkwood. 
Thanks to Michael for dreaming, Lisa and Lisa for respective  
canvases, and Pearl, Angela and Rosie for well-placed bits. For 
Todd, whose patience amazes, and phil, whose light still shines.

Production Biographies



Lisa Leighton
Costume Design
Lisa has done 16 shows at Langham, including The History Boys 
and Elizabeth Rex, and it never stops inspiring. She is delighted 
to be working with Chris again, and with this wonderful group 
of talented, creative, funny people. Huge thanks to our fearless 
actors, many of whom have supplied a lot of their own cos-
tumes, to Michael for his support, to our brilliant costume team, 
and to Mark, Sarah and Charlotte, who are the light behind 
every show.

Chris Stusek
Costume Design

Calendar Girls is Chris' third costume venture with Langham 
Court Theatre and the second time working with Lisa Leighton. 

Coming from a sewing, design and artistic background, Chris 
enjoys the creative process and fulfillment of the vision costuming 
for theatre presents. Chris has also costume designed for Victoria 
Operatic Society productions such as Music Man, West Side Story 

and Gypsy as well as using her skills in aid of The Canadian 
College of Performing Arts and Reynolds Secondary School.

Diana Keating
Sound Design
Diana is pleased to be back at Langham Court Theatre after  
a brief hiatus. For her, the most enjoyable part of Sound  
Design is the exciting challenge of trying to find music which 
compliments the emotional tones of the particular play.  
She has worked in various other capacities at this grand old 
theatre including producer, asst. director, board vice-president, 
lighting operator and construction painter. "Hats off (but  
that's all! ) to the lovely cast and crew."

Pearl Arden
Properties

Pearl is delighted to be working with this talented cast and crew. 
Last seen on stage in Lady Windermere's Fan, she is often back-
stage sorting props. Backstage or onstage she enjoys working 

with the many people that make a performance enjoyable.

Production Biographies
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About the Playwright

OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE
www.prestigepictureframing.ca

Enhance and upgrade your present or newly acquired art work
to current conservation standards and design concepts.

Drop in or call us today at 250-721-4062

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
4062 Shelbourne Street

Tim Firth
Tim Firth grew up in Warrington in the North West of England. 
He began writing for theatre by accident after applying at the age 
of 18 to attend a songwriting course run by Willy Russell (Blood 
Brothers) only to find it was actually a playwriting course. He then 
went to Cambridge where he met the director Sam Mendes, 
who directed his plays in several theatres. On leaving univer-
sity, he met Alan Ayckbourn and began an association with the 
Steven Joseph Theatre in Scarborough, which resulted in the play 
Neville’s Island. Neville’s Island transferred to the West End and 
received many nominations for awards. Since that time, it has 

been performed around the world. Other plays for Scarborough include the Safari Party 
and The End of the Food Chain. Tim’s musical Our House, written with the band Madness, 
opened in the West End in 2002 and won the Olivier Award for best musical.

Tim’s first two feature films came out in the same week in 2002. Blackball starred Vince 
Vaughn and Paul Kay, and Calendar Girls starred Helen Mirren and Julie Walters. The  
latter went on to become one of the most successful British films of all time. His next film 
Kinky Boots won audience awards at several American film festivals and is now a major 
Broadway hit musical with music by Cyndi Lauper and book by Harvey Fierstein. Kinky 
Boots has 13 Tony award nominations including Best Musical.

Tim lives in North Cheshire with his wife and three children. His most recent work 
includes the play Sign of the Times, which toured the UK starring Stephen Tompkinson.



Cast and Crew of Calendar Girls

Take the “DRAMA” out of
your next mortgage.

Call Stephen Beugeling
Mortgage Consultant

250.881.6008

invis Gateway

Let’s make a date!
We can print your 

business / fundraising 
“Calendars” for 2014!

3050  Nanaimo Street ,  Victor ia ,  BC
Ph:  (250)  386-5542   •   Fx :  (250)  386-7838

sales@hil ls ideprint ing.com     www.hi l ls ideprint ing.com



Vicky Etchells
Chris
Vicky started her acting career in England; her experience ranging 
from historical and drama to farce, comedy and pantomime. Moving 
to Canada she joined St Luke’s Players where she’s enjoyed performing 
in various productions including Move over Mrs. Markham, The Chalk 
Garden and Key for Two. Regretful that she never joined the W.I. whilst 
living in England, particularly now that she realizes the antics they  
got up to, Vicky is very excited to be playing Chris in her first  
Langham Court production.

Tracey Roath
Annie

Originally from Somerset, England, Tracey is thrilled to have her debut 
performance at Langham Court. As an actor who works primarily in 

film, she is excited to be 'treading the boards' with a talented group of 
women willing to 'get their kit off' to make the audience laugh. Tracey 

would like to thank her friends for believing in her, cats Zip and Lulu 
for their unconditional purrs, George Grant for his guidance as an artist, 
and her incredible husband Norm, for his unwavering support and love.

Leslie Sanchez
Cora
Leslie lives and is involved with community theatre in the Cowichan 
Valley. She recently appeared in Arsenic and Old Lace (Mercury Players) 
and Albertine In Five Times (Shawnigan Players). This is her first Langham 
Court production and she is absolutely thrilled to be a Calendar Girl ! 
Thanks to everyone involved for making this the second most fun  
she's had being, 'Nude'! Thanks to Grant for his encouragement  
and Kristie and Tina for all the sleepovers!

Elizabeth Whitmarsh
Jessie

None of Elizabeth’s previous roles have required any display of flesh. 
She still can’t quite believe she is actually going to disrobe in front of 

you. But life must have its challenges. So fuelled by vodka, she displays 
her Rubenesque figure of glorious plump curves – behind a most  

carefully positioned prop. And for all of ten seconds. Bucket List Item... 
to appear publicly in the nude... is now achieved!

Wendy Magahay
Celia
Seen earlier this season as Mrs Erlynne in Lady Windermere’s Fan,  
where not an ankle was showing, Wendy is pleased to be back at 
Langham playing another strong woman and ready to bare it all this 
time. Previous favourite Langham roles include mother of the bride  
in Maggies’s Getting Married and Pack of Lies’ Soviet spy. Thanks to  
the magic of costumes and the mechanics of props for assistance  
with the patisserie headlamps.

Joy Farrell
Ruth

Joy is pleased to jump exuberantly back into her own gender for 
Calendar Girls after having played Little John in the Peninsula Players 

2011 pantomime Robin Hood. Portraying Ruth marks Joy’s third  
production at Langham Court but the first in several years – she’s  

enjoying being back! She dedicates her performance to all  
of the strong & beautiful women in her life.

Cast Biographies



Rosemary Jeffery
Marie
Rosemary would like to thank the wonderful cast and talented members 
of the production team for welcoming her to Langham Court. Rosemary 
moved to Victoria in 2006 from the Cowichan Valley where she was 
involved in a variety of community theatre and vocal groups. Favorite roles 
include, Mrs. Miller /Doubt (Mercury Players) Jackie Coryton/Hay Fever, 
Sister Amnesia/Nunsense & Nuncrackers musical comedy (Mercury Players) 
Elvira/Blithe Spirit (CAT productions) Hattie/Kiss Me Kate (SI musical Society). 

Rosemary loves to make people laugh, recently, Rosemary became a ‘baby Clown’, and a 
Sunshine Clown Society member. A registered nurse, Rosemary lives in Sidney with her husband, 
Paul & their Golden Doodle, Sophie. 

Randi Edmundson
Lady Cravenshire/Elaine

Randi  happily holds a BFA in Acting and Applied Theatre from UVic. She 
is delighted to be working on Calendar Girls with this brave and fabulous 

group of artists! Favourite credits include: Masha in Beautiful Obedient Wife, 
(Victoria Fringe), Ophelia in The Marowitz Hamlet (Phoenix Theatre) and 

Viola in Twelfth Night (Project X). Catch the short family-oriented play Epic 
Adventure Trail – written and performed by Randi and her partner Dan –  

this July in Theatre SKAM's Bike Ride. 

Wendy London
Brenda
Wendy has a history as a stage mum and costume design for Parklands 
Grassroots Theatre and for VOS. She's worked wonders with fabric and thrift 
on Annie, Fiddler on the Roof, The Boyfriend, and My Fair Lady for Grassroots 
and was happy to work with Sylvia Hosie on Evita for VOS. Calendar Girls is 
her first time treading the boards herself, instead of ferrying her daughters 
to their productions. "Lets hope this is the start of something big!"

Drew Waveryn
John, Liam

Drew has been involved with plays at Langham Court Theatre since 1985 
and is very happy to be part of Calendar Girls and its wonderfully talented 

cast and crew. Drew has recently appeared in LCT's productions of  
The Foreigner, Elizabeth Rex and The Laramie Project. Drew is very sorry to  

disappoint Henry with such a dull and boring bio. He promises  
to put in more effort next time.

Morgan Cranny
Rod
Morgan is excited to work on this fun show with so many lovely, hard  
working people. Last year you might have seen him play Ray, the "little" 
brother in 1959 Pink Thunderbird Convertible or maybe not. Rest easy, 
Morgan is not one of the Calendar Girls. Despite his pleading, he is under 
strict orders to remain clothed during the performance. If he asks if you’d 
like to see an excerpt, you should probably say no.

Henry Skey
Lawrence

Henry has previously been naked (not nude) on stage; a thrilling, unique 
experience that he will never forget. Henry has also played a woman on 
stage; a thrilling, unique experience that he will never forget. Thankfully, 

Henry has never had to play a naked woman on stage, which might have 
been described as thrilling and unique in the same sense as stepping on bro-
ken glass, and certainly something everybody would wish they could forget.

Cast Biographies



Life Members

Bill Adams
Jim Boardman
John Britt

Toshik Bukowiecki
Ginny Carter
Roger Carr
Michael Chadwick
Vinnie Chadwick

Antoinette Church
Elsie Farr
John Fear
Jane French
Phyllis Gaskell
Corinna Gilliland
Barry Grimshaw
Jill Groves
Kai Hansen
Peta Heald
Angela Henry

Gil Henry
Ned Lemley
Sylvia Lindstrom
Nan Long
Alan MacKenzie
Peta MacKenzie
Thomas Mayne
Leonard McCann
Judith McDowell
Dick Newson
Sylvia Rhodes

Drew Shand
Reg Taylor
Paul Terry
Graham Thomson
Jean Topham
Judy Treloar
Michael Tyler
Rick Underwood
Barb Waldner
Jutta Woodland
Brian Woodman

Board of Directors

	 President	 Michael King
	 Past President	 Toshik Bukowiecki
	 Vice-President	 Kyle Kushnir
	 Treasurer	 Jon Scheer
	 Secretary	 Andrea Pite
	 Production Chair 12-13	 Wendy Merk
	 Production Chair 13-14	 Odile Nelson
	 Members at Lrg	 Michael Kuss
		  Peter McNab
		  Vinnie Chadwick
		  Heather Jarvie

Giant Annual Costume Sale
Sunday, July 14th, 2013
from 10 am to 2pm
at 805 Langham Court 
(off Rockland Ave)

Bring cash, credit 
or debit and your 
own bags!Contemporary • Vintage • Costume Items

 Congratulations to all  
Langham Court Theatre patrons. 

Mark your “Calendar” for an 
amazing 85th season!



Art Exhibition

Donna Robertson, Photographer, Musician, Teacher
Donna has had her photography in the Sooke Fine Arts Show, the Sidney Fine  
Arts Show and other shows including other juried shows. She has participated  
in numerous photography workshops and continues to learn more about  
photography. 
To see more of her work visit her website at www.donnarobertson.zenfolio.com.  
In Donna's other life, she is a professional musician.

Robert V. Moody
Robert is a (supposedly) retired mathematician from the University of Alberta and 
an Adjunct Professor at U. Vic. Photography is a hobby that represents the more 
visual side of his fascination with pattern. Black and white photography has always 
appealed to him, and certainly its great strength is its emphasis toward abstraction 
and form.
See labyrinth.zenfolio.com for a representative collection of his work and 
www.math.ualberta.ca/~rvmoody/rvm/ for more about the artist himself.

Celebrating
85 Seasons

Box Office
250.384.2142

805 Langham Court
(off Rockland Ave.)

www.langhamtheatre.ca

NEW SUMMER SHOW

2013-2014

HARVEY
Oct 2 – 19, 2013

HEROES
Nov 13 – 30, 2013

CABARET
1998 Broadway Musical Revival
Jan 15 – Feb 1, 2014

THE GRADUATE
Mar 5 – 22, 2014

THE PENELOPIAD
Apr 23 – May 10, 2014

ROSENCRANTZ AND
GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD
Jun 11 – 28, 2014

BOEING–BOEING
July 23 – August 2, 2014



Victoria Theatre Guild

The Victoria Theatre Guild has been offering quality community theatre for 84 seasons.  
It has not only benefitted from the time and talents of the artists but also the generosity of others. 
This list represents those who have financially contributed this season. If you would like to help us  

to continue bringing quality live theatre to the community, please contact  
Denise Brown, Theatre Manager, at 250.384.2142.

The Victoria Theatre Guild and Dramatic School thanks the following  
individuals and sponsors for generously supporting the 2012-2013 Season!

Benefactors  
($50,000 +)
Jack Droy

Designers  
($1,000 - $4,999)
Karen Brelsford
City of Victoria
The Estate of Jack Droy 
James Ian Ferguson
Wendy Merk

Stage Managers  
($400 - $999)
Christopher Brown
Mike & Marilyn Kuss
Tommy Mayne
Teresa Moss &  
   Leonard Bridgeman 
Carmen & Ed Pitcher
Robert C. Worthington
Ann Wurlitzer

Leading Actors  
($100 - $399)
Gordon Alexander
David & Sandra Anderson
Kenneth Austin
Glenn & Shirley Boughton
Sherry & John Butler
John Butler
Ginny Carter
Adelle Clements
Elizabeth Conlon
Don Cooper
Lloyd & June Cox
Ronald Cox
Patricia Davey
Charles Dool
Robert Durie
Derek Ford
Daphne Goode

Shirley Gray
Sandy Hook
Ned Lemley
Dr. Bruce Lowden
Diane McLaren
Victor Neufeldt
Derek Purdon
Elizabeth Riehm
Jon Scheer
Greta Shaya
Michael Tyler
Barbara Waldner
Donna Gail Wallace
Barrie & Phyllis Webster
Derek Whittle

Our gratitude to the  
29 ‘Supporting Players’  
(up to $99) 

Media Sponsors Television Media Sponsor

Vancouver Island

radio Media Sponsors

Foundations

The Victoria Guild & Dramatic School gratefully acknowledges the financial support  
of the Province of British Columbia Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch.

Langham Court Theatre thanks the following non-profits that are a part of our 2012-2013 Season:

Friends of the Greater Victoria Public Library 	 http://gvplfriends.ca/
Camosun College United Way Campaign		 http://uwgv.ca/
Victoria High Improv			   http://vichighimprov.blogspot.ca/
The OCTA Collective Society / ArtsREACH	 http://octacollective.com/
Victoria Operatic Society			   http://www.vos.bc.ca/
Canadian Diabetes Association			  http://www.diabetes.ca/



 under the direction of Sue Doman presents

“We Are Family!”

TWO PERFORMANCES

A concert of up-beat, family-themed favourites from  
The Mamas And The Papas, The Rankin Family, Ben. E.  
King, The Golden Girls and much more. Join Starlight Pops  
for this special celebration as they wrap up their �rst �ve years!

http://www.starlightpopschoir.com

Friday, June 21, 2013 at 7:30 pm
Sunday, June 23, 2013 at 2:30 pm

St. Aidan’s United Church
3703 St. Aidan’s Street  

(near Richmond & Cedar Hill X Rd, Victoria)

Tickets $20  Adult
$18  Senior/Student

Available at the door (CASH ONLY)
or on line at  

www.starlightpopschoir.com/ 
concert.html

V I C T O R I A  S Y M P H O N Y  1 3 / 1 4
Season Highlights

Jon Kimura Parker  
Plays Brahms

Le Vent du Nord

The Hockey Sweater

Green Eggs and Ham

A Celtic Christmas  
with Natalie MacMaster

South Pacific in Concert

C A L L  2 5 0 . 3 8 5 . 6 5 1 5  T O D A Y
V I C T O R I A S Y M P H O N Y . C A

2013/14 subscriptions now on sale.
Save up to 30% on single ticket prices. 



Belfry 
Theatre
Get a 2 for1ticket 
discount 
for any WINGFIELD show 
when you buy 
season tickets.

Call us at 250-385-6815 
to get your season tickets today.

please join us for the 
2013/14 season

summer comedy
JULY 30 – AUGUST 25, 2013

LETTER FROM WINGFIELD FARM / WINGFIELD’S 
PROGRESS / WINGFIELD’S FOLLY by Dan Needles

comedy
SEPTEMBER 17– OCTOBER 20, 2013

GOODNIGHT DESDEMONA 
(Good Morning Juliet) by Ann-Marie MacDonald

romance
NOVEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 8, 2013

A TENDER THING by Ben Power

satire
FEBRUARY 4 – MARCH 9, 2014

PROUD by Michael Healey

intrigue
APRIL 22 – MAY 25, 2014

EQUIVOCATION by Bill Cain


