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 Directors' Notes

The one thing we can’t have is the one thing we must have. No matter how  
valuable the thing is or not and even at risk of detriment we pursue this till we 
find Pandora’s box and stand before it in exhilarated terror. Curiosity is a powerful 
force. But why? Is it just human nature? Is it the drive to explore the unknown?  
Is it the quest for knowledge or for the quest itself? As Grace begins down the hall-
way toward the door of that which is eclipsed, we ask ourselves more questions. 
As we move down the hallways and climb up the stairs to discover “that sunken 
place in the floor”, the answers may be more than we bargained for. 

Naomi Simpson
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Scene/Setting
Play takes place in an enormous house in Canada in the present

There is no intermission

The play runs approximately 90 min.

Special Note: After each show, join us in the lounge for a drink and  
a facilitated Q and A with four members of the psychology community to discuss  

this unusual psychological drama. Facilitators are:  
Randy Tonks, Angela Henry, Emma Morgan-Thorp and Pearl Arden.
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Naomi Simpson   Director
Small Room is Naomi’s directorial debut at Langham but she is no 
stranger to the stage. Last seen at Langham as Maureen in The Beauty 
Queen of Leenane, and Barbara in Pack of Lies. With Blue Bridge Theatre, 
she played in Uncle Vanya and True West. Her recent directing credits 
include In the Next Room (or The Vibrator Play) with Theatre Innconu, and 
Raptures of Distress for Stanley K. Frieberg. Naomi is delighted to take on 

this lovely ghost story and thanks the marvelous cast and crew especially Julian Cervello.

Julian Cervello   Assistant Director & Set Designer
Julian is grateful to make his Langham debut with such an inspired and tal-
ented team. Previous directing credits include Essay (Scrumpy /Dandelion 
Theatre) and Marat/Sade (Puente Theatre/Worldplay Festival). Favourite 
local acting credits include Canterbury Cocktails, The Wyf of Bathe, (Scrumpy 
Theatre) The War of the Eagles, (Kaleidoscope Theatre) In the Next Room & 
The Crackwalker, (Theatre Inconnu). Favourite Shakespearean roles include 
Hotspur, Henry V and Othello. Special thanks to Naomi Simpson, Angela Henry, and John 
Taylor for their continued patience, belief, and dedication throughout this design process.

Angela Henry   Producer
Angela is delighted to mark her 40th year at Langham by producing 
this delicate play. Angela is currently the production chair of this season 
and is excited to work with the extraordinary new talent at Langham 
that this show has attracted. Angela was last seen onstage as Dorothy in 
The History Boys and last directorial venture was Lady Windermere’s Fan. 

Rosemary Jeffery   Stage Manager
Rosemary made her debut as Stage Manager in Langham’s produc-
tion of HEROES. She is delighted to have the opportunity once again. 
Onstage credits include The Penelopiad, Calendar Girls, Doubt, Nunsense 
& Nuncrackers. Before moving to Victoria in 2007, Rosemary was 
an active member of the South Island Musical Society. Rosemary is 
honored to work with such an incredibly talented cast and produc-
tion team. Special thanks to Paul her life partner of 22 years for his enduring support. 

Emma Morgan-Thorp   Assistant Stage Manager
Having been employed as Front of House Manager for LCT's 2011-12 
and 2013-14 seasons, Emma is thrilled to work on a Langham produc-
tion for the first time. She has fallen head over heels for Frechette's Small 
Room and hopes that you will too. With many thanks to this fabulous 
cast and production team, and especially to Rosemary and Naomi.

Kevin Gillingham   Assistant Stage Manager
Kevin was educated in Weston, Ontario and later graduated from 
Vancouver Island University. His interest in theatre dates back to high 
school where he had lead roles in The Mouse Trap and The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie. Becoming actively involved in theatre has always 
been on Kevin's wish list. Volunteering at Langham couldn't come 
at a better time in his life and Kevin is happy and grateful for it.
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Joyce Kline   Properties/Set Décor and Costume Design
Apparently, volunteering for a Langham show is a gateway drug, 
because this is Joyce’s third stint this year doing props and set 
décor for the best community theatre in the country. After con-
tributing props to The Penelopiad and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
Are Dead, she blames Small Room’s brilliant creative team for lur-
ing her into the hard stuff – costume design. Joyce teaches at 

Victoria College of Art and facilitates art related workshops at Royal Roads University.

Grayson Walker   Sound and Projections Design
Most recently known in Victoria for his two year run as Musical 
Director for the improvised serial Sin City, Grayson Walker started 
in theatre in Montreal where he joined the OKTheatre Company 
through the 1990s, producing and housing numerous independent 
shows in the company’s five year life. He is also one half of coun-
try-folk band Hearse which has just released its debut recording. 
Grayson is excited to be joining Langham Court for this production.

Finn Archinuk   Lighting Design
Finn is excited to be designing lights for this unconventional play. 
He has a BA in Dramatic Arts with a concentration in Stagecraft and 
Design. Finn has been involved with Langham for a little over a year 
helping with lighting hangs or as an ASM. Thanks to Karrie Ayotte 
and Paul Hilton for their guidance and answering a LOT of questions.
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About the Playwright

OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE
www.prestigepictureframing.ca

Enhance and upgrade your present or newly acquired art work
to current conservation standards and design concepts.

Carole FrÉchette   Author
Carole Fréchette was born in Montreal in 1949, and there 
attended the National Theatre School. Upon graduating, she 
joined Théatre des cuisines (Kitchen Theatre Group) in 1974, 
developing her interests in Marxist and feminist theatre and 
collective arts production. Since her first play, Baby Blues, 
was staged in 1989, Fréchette's work has been produced 
the world over and translated into over twenty languages; 

she is also known for her children’s novels and translations. Fréchette’s Les Quatre Morts 
de Marie won the 1995 Governor General’s Award for Drama, and La Petite pièce en haut 
de l’escalier (The Small Room at the Top of the Stairs, in its original French) earned her a 
nomination for France’s Grand Prix de littérature dramatique in 2009. Her diverse catalogue 
includes Les sept jours de Simon Labrosse, Violette sur la terre, Jean et Béatrice, and most 
recently Je pense à Yu. Fréchette has been lauded for her support of francophone and 
Quebecois theatre, which has included presidency of the Centre des auteurs dramatiques.

John Murrell   Translator
Born in Texas in 1945, John Murrell moved to Canada in 
1969, where he earned a teaching diploma in drama from 
the University of Calgary. He is a prolific playwright, whose 
works include Memoir, Farther West, New World, The Faraway 
Nearby, Democracy, and October. Murrell has worked as 
playwright-in-residence with Theatre Calgary, as associate 
director of the Stratford Festival of Canada, as head of the 

Banff Playwrights Colony, and as head of the theatre section of the Canada Council for 
the Arts. In 2003, he was appointed an officer of the Order of Canada, and he holds an 
honorary doctor of laws degree from the University of Calgary. In addition to The Small 
Room at the Top of the Stairs, John Murrell is responsible for the English translations of 
Frechette’s other works, The Four Lives of Marie, Seven Days in the life of Simon Labrosse, 
Elisa’s Skin, Helen’s Necklace, John and Beatrice, Earthbound, and Thinking of Yu. He has gar-
nered international repute for his translations of Chekhov, Ibsen, Sophocles, and Cocteau.



Cast and Crew of The Small Room at the Top of the Stairs

All the best to the  
Langham Court Theatre  

community.
Wishing you a memorable holiday season

Carole James, MLA
Victoria-Beacon Hill
Community Office
1084 Fort Street 

tel: 250.952.4211
carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

www.carolejamesmla.ca

Our team is ‘thrilled’
to solve your printing 

issues.

3050 Nanaimo Street, Victoria, BC
Ph: (250) 386-5542  •  Fx: (250) 386-7838

sales@hillsideprinting.com     www.hillsideprinting.com



Julie Forrest   Grace
This is Julie’s Langham Court Theatre premiere and she could not be 
more excited. Julie is a graduate of the Phoenix Theatre at the University 
of Victoria. You may have seen her in such productions as Picnic (Phoenix 
Theatre), The Skin of Our Teeth (Phoenix Theatre), TRUNK! (Victoria Fringe 
Fest) or The Girl Rabbi of the Golden West (Congregation Emanu-El). She is 
thankful for the wonderful cast and crew, Langham Court Theatre, and you!

Michelle Morris   Anne
As a recent graduate of the UVic Acting Program, Michelle is thrilled 
to be working on such a beautifully crafted play with this amaz-
ingly talented group of people. This is Michelle's first appearance 
at Langham. Past credits include: Giving Back (Theatre SKAM), 
Picnic, The Skin of Our Teeth, and The Good Person of Setzuan 
(Phoenix Theatre). Endless thanks to Naomi and Julian for their 
vision and leadership. Much love and gratitude to Mom and Bruno.

Justin Carter   Henry
Justin Carter’s artistic endeavours include acting, comedy, food, music, and 
film. He attended the William Davis Centre in Vancouver, has appeared in 
commercials, film, and theatre. An avid improviser, Justin has performed 
with Throw Us A Line and Sin City: the Live Improvised Serial. He appeared 
at the 2014 Cannes Film Festival in Til Death. Justin has also performed 
in theatre festivals across Canada with his one man show, Son of Africville.

Wendy Magahay   Joyce
Trying to be gracious about the great Elaine Stritch’s observation, 
“you’re a vamp, then you’re somebody’s mother”, Wendy adds this 
most exceptional mother to a growing list of those played out at 
Langham: Mrs. Erlynne (Lady Windermere’s Fan), Cass (Maggie’s Getting 
Married), Gertrude (R&G are Dead) and Hilary (Hotel Sorrento). It is a 
long-overdue pleasure to be working with the talented Naomi Simpson 
again (Pack of Lies). Special thanks to Angela, Graham and Garry.

Leanne Allen   Jenny
Leanne has come to acting later in life, and swears this time she 
has found true love. She has worked with CBC, APTN, and KVOS 
as a host, producer and director. She is a newly represented actor 
and just got her first paid role on Untold Stories of the ER. She is a 
represented public speaker, and owns CVVmagazine.com here in 
Victoria. Leanne is thrilled to be part of a thriller here at Langham. 
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blue bridge

2 5 0. 59 0.62 9 1   |   T I C K E T R O C K E T.O R G
Order your tickets today at Ticket Rocket!

PRESENTS

alice vs

NOV 25 - DEC 14

by Brendan Shea 
Directed and Choreographed by
Sara-Jeanne Hosie   

“Provocatively original.” -The Quad

“High octane physical theatre.” - Arts Boston

V I C T O R I A  S Y M P H O N Y M U S I C A L  H O L I D A Y  M A G I C
december 12, 13 & 14A  S E N T I M E N TA L  C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L

december 20
T H E  I R I S H  T E N O R S

december 19 & 21
H A N D E L’ S  M E S S I A H

january 1
A  V I E N N E S E  N E W  Y E A R ’ S

Tickets: 250.385.6515   victoriasymphony.ca



Life Members

Bill Adams
Ann Marie Arneson
Jim Boardman
John Britt

Toshik Bukowiecki
Ginny Carter
Roger Carr
Michael Chadwick

Vinnie Chadwick
Antoinette Church
Elsie Farr
John Fear
Phyllis Gaskell
Corinna Gilliland
Barry Grimshaw
Jill Groves
Rosemary Jeffery
Kai Hansen
Peta Heald

Angela Henry
Gil Henry
Ned Lemley
Sylvia Lindstrom
Nan Long
Alan MacKenzie
Peta MacKenzie
Thomas Mayne
Judith McDowell
Dick Newson
Sylvia Rhodes

Drew Shand
Paul Terry
Graham Thomson
Jean Topham
Judy Treloar
Michael Tyler
Rick Underwood
Barb Waldner
Jutta Woodland
Brian Woodman

	 President	 Luke Krayenhoff
	 Vice President	 Karrie Ayotte
	 Treasurer	 Andrew Lee
	 Secretary	 Andrea Pite
	 Members at Large	 Rosemary Jeffery
		  Vinnie Chadwick
		  Montgomery Bjornson
		  Mike Miller
	 Production Chair	 Angela Henry
	 Planning Production Chairs	 Wendy Merk
		  Lorene Cammiade

Board of Directors

St Luke’s Hall • 3821 Cedar Hill X Rd, at Cedar Hill Rd, Victoria
250.884.5484  •  www.stlukesplayers.org

TICKETS:   

Tickets available: Ivy’ 2188 Oak Bay Av
P 3749 Shelbourne St
734 Fort St D g T 777 Royal Oak Dr  

and the  Magnificent Seven Dwarfs
EVENING Performances at 7:30 p.m. 

on December 22, 23, 27, 29, 30 
& January 2

MATINEE Performances at 2:00 p.m. 
on December 20, 21, 26, 27, 28,

January 1 & 3

with Symphony and  
�e British Columbia Boys Choir

December 8 at 7:30 pm
Royal �eatre

Tickets available at the McPherson Box O�ce 
or www.rmts.bc.ca



Art Exhibition

Langham Court Theatre has invited thirty artists of various backgrounds and  
mediums to produce work inspired by this unusual psychological drama. The art 
show concept is to connect the art work to the theatrical production The Small 
Room at the Top of the Stairs allowing the theatre audience to experience a unique 
opportunity of visual expression through the eyes of an artist. Don’t be surprised if 
there is a bit of darkness lurking just beneath the surface… 
Come meet the artists and view the show at our opening reception Sunday  
Nov 23 1 to 3pm in the lounge at Langham Court Theatre. Light refreshments will 
be served. The art will be on display and for sale Nov 19 to Dec 6, 2014.

Art is available for viewing in the lounge during theatre hours. Admission-free art 
shows are held the first Sunday of each show run. For more information, please 
call administration at 250-384-2142 or visit www.langhamtheatre.ca/about/ 
art-shows.

Did you know Langham Court Theatre has a Costume Loft?
We offer affordable costume rentals in a wide variety of periods  

and styles, ideal for theatre, film and photography,  
including school productions and special events.

Call 250-384-2025 or visit www.langhamtheatre.ca/costumes



The Victoria Theatre Guild and Dramatic School thanks the following  
individuals and sponsors for generously supporting the 2014-2015 Season.  

If you would like to help us continue bringing quality live theatre to the  
community, please contact the box office at 250-384-2142.

Victoria Theatre Guild

The Victoria Guild & Dramatic School gratefully acknowledges the financial support  
of the Province of British Columbia Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch.

Langham Court Theatre is proud to support the following non-profit societies  
that are a part of the 2014/2015 season:

Benefactors  
($50,000 +)
Jack Droy

Designers
($1000-9000)
City of Victoria
The Estate of Jane French
The Estate of Jack Droy
Paul Terry

Stage Managers
($400-999)
The Estate of Jane French
Dorothy Hosie
Bill & Shirley Kovits
Tommy Mayne
Margaret L Smith
Valerie Smith

Leading Actors  
($100-399)
Kenneth Austin
Sherry Butler
Adelle Clements
Don Cooper
Peter Darling
Patricia Davey
Barbara Fields
Gil & Angela Henry
Bob Herron
Fay Husband
Nan Long
Bruce MacKenzie

Diane McLaren
Victor Neufeldt
Elizabeth Riehm
Jon Scheer
Suzanne Stewart
Nick Stull
Barbara Waldner
Barrie Webster
Derek Whittle

Our gratitude to the  
45 Supporting Players  
(up to $99)

	 The OCTA Collective Society	 www.octacollective.com
	 Canadian Diabetes Association	 www.diabetes.ca
	 Indigenous Perspectives Society	 www.ipsociety.ca

Media Sponsors Television Media Sponsor

Vancouver Island

radio Media Sponsors

businesses

ArtsVictoria
artsvictoria.ca/promo

Gish Abay Pre-school -Bahir Dar, Ethiopia



1050 JOAN CRESCENT          250.592.5323

THERE’S ‘XMAS’ AND  
THEN THERE’S CHRISTMAS. 

CELEBRATE THE REAL ONE HERE.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Featuring Jason Steven 

Starts December 4

LIVE SEASONAL MUSIC 
Starts December 6

CHILDREN’S STORIES 
Starts December 4

CHRISTMAS  
PROGRAM
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The Allen and Loreen 
Vandekerkhove Family Foundation

AND OUR MEDIA 
SPONSORS:

250-595-9970
CCPACANADA.COM

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE 
THE SUPPORT OF OUR 

SPONSORS:

Coming Up!

Company C presents Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility
Dec 2–6, 2014  Go to ccpacanada.com for showtimes
Adapted and Directed by Glynis Leyshon
Special location: St. Ann’s Academy

Company C presents “Six Characters in Search of an Author”
Jan 29 – Feb 1, 2015  Go to ccpacanada.com for showtimes
By: Luigi Pirandello;  Director: James Faigan Tait
The CCPA Performance Hall

“Casino Royale” 006; “Never Say Never Again”
Thursday, February 005, 7:30pm
Voted Favourite Artsy Fundraiser, Join us once again at the glamorous 
Oak Bay Beach Hotel, 1175 Beach Drive. 
An extraordinary evening! 

The The The he AAlleAlleAlleAllen an ann ann ann andd LoLoreenree  
VandVandVandnda ekerekerkerekerkhovkhovkhovkhovkhove Familymily FouFoundation

ANDND OUO R MEDIA
SPOSPONSORS:



WINCHESTER GALLERIES

winchestergalleriesltd.com
2260 Oak Bay Avenue  250-595-2777

 JOE COFFEY & NATHAN BIRCH
December 2 - 20, 2014

,oc,36x36”


