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Directors' Notes

“And the good old family reunion...is very much like diving into the octopus tank at
the aquarium.” Robert Penn Warren, All the King’s Men.

It's an immense gift, directing a play as brilliant as Tracy Letts’ Pulitzer Prize winning...
“good old family reunion.” As directors, our initial trepidation about taking on what
eminent critics have called, “The first great American play of the 21st Century,” less-
ened as design team and cast brought so much talent and commitment to this project.
Rehearsals themselves have been ‘octopus-like’ reaching tentacles into the acting com-
pany’s time far beyond the scheduled rehearsal times. Stage-management and crew,
too, have gone well beyond their actual remit while developing this monster of a show.
It’s not a comfortable play, dealing as it does with a damaged family, but in looking at
the text long enough to get beyond simply condemning the Westons for their behav-
iour, we have found a sad humanity in them, an inkling of the human truth about the
causes and course of the disintegrating family. This aspect has also struck a chord in
many connected with this production. Shakespeare talked about the theatre holding “a
mirror up to nature.” Tracy Letts does this with daring, imagination and, surprisingly, a
lot of humour.

We hope that you, our audience, will find time spent with the Weston family a super, if
not totally comfortable, theatrical experience.

Cynthia and Keith



Langham Court Theatre
presents

August: Osage County

by Tracy Letts
April 22 - May 9, 2015
August: Osage County is presented by special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.

August: Osage County premiered in June 2007 at Steppenwolf Theatre Company in Chicago, IL,
Martha Lavey, Artistic Director; David Hawkanson, Executive Director.
Steppenwolf's production of August: Osage County opened on Broadway at the Imperial Theatre
on December 4, 2007. It was produced by Jeffrey Richards, Jean Doumanian, Steve Traxler, Jerry Frankel,
Ostar Productions, Jennifer Manocherian, The Weinstein Company, Debra Black/Daryl Roth, Ronald
& Marc Frankel/Barbara Freitag, and Rick Steiner/Staton Bell Group.

"Lay Down Sally" (Eric Clapton, Marcy Levy and George E. Terry) © (Renewed) Throat Music Ltd (PRS)
and Eric Patrick Clapton (PRS). All Rights on behalf of Throat Music Ltd and Eric Patrick Clapton
administered by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. All Rights on behalf of Throat Music Ltd.
administered by WB Music Corp. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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* appears with the permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association

Cast

Beverly Weston
Violet Weston
Barbara Fordham
Bill Fordham

Jean Fordham

Ivy Weston

Karen Weston
Mattie Fae Aiken
Charlie Aiken
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Johnna Monevata
Steve Heidebrecht
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NICK STULL
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WAYNE YERCHA
AMANDA WEAR
SHARA CAMPSALL
RENEE YAKEMCHUK
HILARY F. ALLAN
PETER MCNAB
MARK RIISHEDE
KESHIA PALM
PERRY BURTON
MICHAEL GOSSELIN

Setting
A large country home outside Pawhuska, Osage County, Oklahoma.
The action takes place over the course of three weeks in August.

There will be two 15 minute intermissions.
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KEITH DIGBY & CYNTHIA PRONICK Directors
When Keith and Cynthia co-directed their first show at Langham Court
Theatre, Stoppard'’s Arcadia, Cynthia’s directing credits included Come
Back to the Five & Dime, 7 Stories, Waiting for the Parade, and Les Belles
Soeurs at Brentwood College, and Keith had directed for Bastion Theatre
' and Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. Cynthia has acted onstage in Victoria:
several roles with Langham, her favourite role being Annie in The Real
Thing, and with Capital Comedy Theatre, Colin Skinner’s Victoria summer stock company.
Since Arcadia, they have co-directed The Dining Room, Racing Demon, Pack of Lies,
The Lady in The Van, The 39 Steps and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead for LCT.

Production Biographies

MICHAEL GOSSELIN  Producer/Sheriff Gilbeau
Michael has dual roles with the production of August: Osage
County. Not only is he producing the show, but also playing
Sheriff Deon Gilbeau. Michael previously produced Langham’s pro-
duction of People, and last season was seen on stage in The
Graduate in a plethora of roles. Michael wants to thank the fan-
tastic Cast & Crew for making this such an enjoyable experience.

JON SCHEER & SYLVIA LINDSTROM  Stage Managers

United again after successful stage management collaborations on
The 39 Steps and Cabaret, Jon and Sylvia, are enjoying working
with Keith & Cynthia again. In their spare time away from August:
Osage County, they have been involved in other theatre proj-
ects. Jon, recently directed Victoria’s House for St. Luke’s Players
and Sylvia was stage manager for The Mystery of Edwin Drood.

DAN THACHUK Set Design
Although he came to the theatre late in life, Dan's set designs reflect
a life-long interest in the visual arts and architecture. Theatre, for Dan,
is a magical and intensely creative place. It is, therefore, not surprising
that he could not resist the siren call of another Langham Court produc-
tion. "Each production", he says, "has its special share of challenges and
delights, and August: Osage County has had an abundance of both".

KARRIE AYOTTE Lighting Design

Although Karrie’s day job keeps her away from Victoria most days,
when Dan called with his vision for this set, Karrie knew where
it would lead. And she’s very grateful it did. Thanks to Keith,
Cynthia and the cast and crew for letting me play with light, and
to my husband, Todd, who patiently shares my time at home.
As always, in memory of phil. Recent designs: Drood, Cabaret,
Rosencrantz& Guildenstern are Dead, Drowsy Chaperone, The 39 Steps.

ALAN MACKENZIE Sound Design
Alan has beenamember of Langham Courtforover 50 years, having joined
while still in High School. He has designed sound for far too many produc-
tionstolist, including the Victoria Operatic Society, String of Pearls, and the
StarlitePops Choirtonameafew. Eachonehasbeenarewarding challenge.




LISA LEIGHTON Costume Designer
Lisa has enjoyed dressing the Westons. Rather like dressing the Borgias,
but with less bloodshed and brocade. Thanks to our fabulous cast
and crew for their generosity and patience. Special thanks to fiancé
Mark, Sarah, Charlotte and Erica, the family behind whatever stage
family Lisa is helping bring to life. Favourite past Langham shows:
Calendar Girls, Pack of Lies, The History Boys and Elizabeth Rex.

Production Biographies
MAUREEN COLGAN Props

August Osage County is Maureen's third show this season following
on the heels of The Mystery of Edwin Drood and Pride and Prejuidice.
Thanks to the cast and crew for a fabulous experience.

LINDA MACNAUGHTON ' Set Decorator
Linda arrived at Langham Court about a year ago
as a Costume Loft volunteer. Although she is no stranger to design-
ing clothing and jewellery, August: Osage County is her first foray
into theatre set dressing — a challenging and exciting journey. Linda
feels privileged to work with the talented, professional and support-
ive August 'family'. Special thanks to Bill and to Ned Lemley for his
wisdom and encouragement in matters both theatrical and human.

Carole James, MLA

Victoria-Beacon Hill tel: 250.952.4211
Community Office carole.james.mla®@leg.bc.ca
1084 Fort Street www.carolejamesmla.ca

May 8-24 // 2015

Toronto 250.590.6291

Montreal intrepidtheatre.com
rtland Festival passes &
3 tickets on sale now.
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About the Playwright

TRACY LETTS Playwright

Tracy Letts was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1965 to best-selling
author Billie Letts (née Gipson) and the late college professor and
actor Dennis Letts. Letts moved to Chicago at the age of 20, and
worked for the next 11 years at Steppenwolf Theatre Company and
Famous Door. He is still an active member of Steppenwolf today. He
was a founding member of Bang Bang Spontaneous Theatre.

In comparing their writing, his mother Billie said, "l try to be upbeat
and funny. Everybody in Tracy's stories gets naked or dead.” Letts'
plays have been about people struggling with moral and spiritual questions. He says he
was inspired by the plays of Tennessee Williams, William Faulkner and Jim Thompson.
August: Osage County is based on a seminal event in Letts’s own Durant, Oklahoma fam-
ily: his maternal grandfather’s suicide and his grandmother’s ensuing drug addiction.
Upon reading the play, Letts’ mother commented, “You‘ve been very kind to my moth-
er.” Letts’ response: “Had | portrayed my grandmother as accurately horrible as she could
be, it would be too tough to take.”

Letts plays include: Killer Joe (1993); Bug (1996); Man from Nebraska (2003); Superior
Donuts (2008); Three Sisters (2009), an adaptation of Chekhov’s Three Sisters. He adapted
Killer Joe, Bug and August: Osage County for the screen.

A highly acclaimed actor, Letts received a Tony Award for his portrayal of George in Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? He is also known for his ongoing portrayal of Andrew Lockhart
in seasons 3 and 4 of Showtime’s Homeland, for which he has been nominated for two
Screen Actors Guild Awards as a member of the ensemble.
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Order your tickets today at Ticket Rocket!
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NICK STULL Beverly Weston

In the last while, Nick has produced Boeing, Boeing, stage man-
aged Pride & Prejudice, and assistant stage managed The Mystery
of Edwin Drood, but the character of Beverly Winston is his big-
gest challenge. Study for this part crosses paths with T.S. Eliot,
Hart Crane, John Berryman, and some very interesting real
people from Oklahoma and Arkansas. Come and feel the heat!

Cast Biographies
SUSIE MULLEN Violet Weston

This is the third show Susie has done at Langham Court (Dancing at
Lughnasa — 2002, and Cabaret - 2014). She is delighted to be back,
working with Keith and Cynthia and the talented cast and crew of August:
Osage County to bring this dynamic play to Victoria. As she did last
summer, Susie will to spend this summer trodding the boards at Camosun
for the Greater Victoria Shakespeare Festival’s 25th Anniversary season.

LORENE CAMMIADE Barbara Fordham

Lorene is very excited to be part of this production and work-
ing with Keith and Cynthia once again! Recent roles include the
highly inappropriate Nanny in Baby with the Bathwater (Theatre
Inconnu), and the dastardly, duplicitous title character in Lady
Audley's Secret (Dragon Monkey Theatre) in last year's Fringe Festival.
Most recently for Langham Court, she appeared as Nora in Better
Living and Becca in Rabbit Hole. Lorene dedicates this perfor-
mance to her family, who are (luckily) unlike the agitated Westons!

WAYNE YERCHA  Bill Fordham
Wayne has performed in a number of Langham productions over the
years, the latest being Better Living in 2013 and The Graduate last sea-
son. He's delighted to have the opportunity to be part of this wonderful
production and to work with this very talented and dedicated group.

AMANDA WEAR Jean Fordham

Amanda has been acting since she was 8, studying Theatre at
Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Studio, TV & Film acting at Screen
Actors Studio, (David Simmons & Andrew Mcllroy), & acting for
screen at CAST, (Althea McAdam), in Victoria. Amanda has also been
training her exceptional singing voice with Althea since 2012, nail-
ing pop, blues, soul, & anything by Paloma Faith. She recently had
lead roles in the Stelly’s Secondary School musical theatre produc-
tions of The Lion King and Band Geeks. Amanda is beyond thrilled
to be cast in Langham Court’s production of August: Osage County.

SHARA CAMPSALL Ivy Weston
This is Shara’s fourth Langham production and she is thrilled to be
back on this stage. Shara began performing in local theatre as a
child with Four Seasons, PACE productions and VOS. Shara trained at
Vancouver film school and has acted in a few short films and televi-
sion productions. She is a proud mom of two boys Ethan and William.




RENEE YAKEMCHUK Karen Weston

Renee is very happy to be performing in her first production at
Langham. Renee completed the Hagen Core Training at HB Studio in
New York and continued on to study with the amazing Carol Rosenfeld,
Victor Slezak, Mark Blum, llse Pfeifer and Austin Pendleton among oth-
ers. Theatre credits include The House of Bernarda Alba, 3xBeckett=... (a
| compilation of Come and Go, Not I and Footfalls), Day One Thousand
and Love Stories which she co-wrote, created, produced and performed.

HILARY F. ALLAN Mattie Fae Aiken
Hilary started acting in Belfast at 7 years old. She has performed in
many Canadian cities, and was last on the Langham stage in 1999 in
Deathtrap. She started Toba Theatre Productions and directed/produced
one acts for dinner theatre at the Blethering Place. Hilary returned to
the stage after 14 years in October 2014, as Ouiser in St. Luke's produc-
tion of Steel Magnolias. She is delighted to be back after such a long
absence, and is enjoying working with such a kind and talented group.

PETER MCNAB Charlie Aiken

Peter is moving from co-producing The Mystery of Edwin Drood to a role
in a fraught family. Previous credits include Cemetery Club, The Laramie
Project, King Lear, The Skin of Our Teeth, Nightfall to Belfast, We Bombed
in New Haven, A Child’s Christmas in Wales, Travesties, and The Crucible.
Peter is also a member of Target Theatre. He thanks Cynthia and Keith for
reinforcing the importance of punctuation when taking on a character.

MARK RIISHEDE Little Charles Aiken
Mark is thrilled to be trodding the boards again at Langham Court
Theatre. Previous LCT credits include, Cabaret (2014) and History Boys
(2010). Other local credits include Chorus|Line|Cabaret (GGG), Into
The Woods (UrbanArts), Seussical (Saltwater), and A Christmas Story
the Musical (VOS). Thank you for supporting live theatre in Victoria, BC.

KESHIA PALM Johnna Monevata

Keshia is in her final year at the University of Victoria, finish-
ing her BFA in Theatre. This will be her second production at
Langham Court, following Pride & Prejudice this past fall. Other recent
productions include: Amadeus, Savage in Limbo, Unity (1918) (UVic
Phoenix Theatre), Miss Saigon (Victoria Operatic Society), and
The Daughter of Turpentine (SATCo). It's been an absolute joy
tuning up this American-made behemoth for you. Please, enjoy the ride.

PERRY BURTON Steve Heidebrecht
This is Perry’s fourth production at Langham Court, appearing most
recently in last summer’s successful run of Boeing Boeing. Performing
since childhood, he has lived throughout Canada moving to Victoria
in 2009 from Calgary, where he won the Outstanding Male Actor
award at the Calgary One Act Festival. Perry thanks the wonder-
ful cast and crew for making this a most enjoyable production.

MICHAEL GOSSELIN  Sheriff Deon Gilbeau
see page 6.



President  Luke Krayenhoff

Vice President ~ Montgomery Bjérnson
Treasurer  Andrew Lee
Secretary  Andrea Pite

Members at Large

Rosemary Jeffery
Kevin Stinson
Bill Huzar

Board of Directors

Mike Miller

Production Chair
Planning Production Chairs
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by David Lassig

Barely Heirs

Directed by Neville Owen
and Sharon Sutherland

EVENING Performances at 7:30 p.m. on May 20-23 & May 27-30
MATINEE Performances at 2:00 p.m. on May 23,24, 30 & 31
TICKETS: Adult $15 ¢ Senior/Student $13

Tickets available: Ivy's Book Shop 2188 Oak Bay Ave.
Petals Plus Florist 3749 Shelbourne St. e Russell Books
734 Fort St.  Dig This 777 Royal Oak Dr. ¢ at the door

Produced by special arrangement with Heuer Publishing LLC of Cedar Rapids, lowa.
ST. LUKE'S HALL ¢ 3821 CEDAR HILL X ROAD, VICTORIA

250-884-5484 « www.stlukesplayers.org
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April 7 - May 10
Our 88th Year!

Victoria’s performing
artists showcase
their talents.

Artists
Showcased

Adjudicated Sessions
in fifteen disciplines.

Honours / Highlights
Concerts at venues
near you.

Details on the Website

www.gvpaf.org

Concerts




Art Exhibition

ESTHER PARKER

Esther paints and draws people, pencil sharpeners, peas...
and anything else that strikes her fancy! She became interest-
ed in art when she picked up a camera in her teens. She was
drawn to the documentary-style images of photographers
such as Mary Ellen Mark and Dorothea Lange.

These days, painting and drawing are Esther’s primary means
of creative expression, but photography continues to influence her work, which is
often monochromatic, revealing her photographic roots.

An admission free Art Reception will be held at Langham Court Theatre Sunday,
April 26th from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Lounge. Art work can be viewed and/or
purchased preshow, intermission or post-show during the show run and during
box office hours. Call 250-384-2142 for more information.

Langham Court Theatre is proud to support the following non-profit societies
that are a part of the 2014/2015 season:
Gish Abay Pre-school -Bahir Dar, Ethiopia
The OCTA Collective Society = www.octacollective.com
Canadian Diabetes Association ~ www.diabetes.ca
Indigenous Perspectives Society =~ www.ipsociety.ca
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Tania Miller, Music Director



The Victoria Theatre Guild

Thanks the following individuals and sponsors for generously supporting the
2014-2015 Season. If you would like to help us continue bringing quality live

theatre to the community, please contact the box office at 250-384-2142.

BENEFACTORS
(850,000 +)
Jack Droy

DESIGNERS
($1000-9000)

City of Victoria

The Estate of Jane French
The Estate of Jack Droy
Paul Terry

STAGE MANAGERS
($400-999)

Todd Carter

Elizabeth Chatfield

The Estate of Jane French
Dorothy Hosie

Donald Johannessen

Bill & Shirley Kovits
Tommy Mayne

MEDIA SPONSORS

| Your snd.Your Newsoooe:

VICTORI

M AR KETI NG

FOCUS

ArtsVictoria

Mcindoe Family Foundation Fund

at the Calgary foundation
Edwin & Carmen Pitcher
Margaret L. Smith
Valerie Smith

LEADING ACTORS
($100-399)

Gordon Alexander

Sandra & David Anderson
Kenneth Austin

Glenn & Shirley Boughton
Sherry Butler

Heather Cameron

Adelle Clements

Don Cooper

Peter Darling

Laura Davison

Patricia Davey

Barbara Fields

Philomena Hanson

TELEVISION MEDIA SPONSOR

CIT )\

Vancouver Island

RADIO MEDIA SPONSORS

(CFAX 1070)
Kool

Gil & Angela Henry
Bob Herron

Fay Husband

Nan Long

Bruce MacKenzie
Diane Mclaren
Wendy Magahay
Victor Neufeldt
Elizabeth Riehm
Jon Scheer

Mary Jean Smith
John & Suzanne Stewart
Nick Stull

Michael Tyler
Barbara Waldner
Barrie Webster
Derek Whittle

Our gratitude to the
66 Supporting Players
(up to $99)

BUSINESSES

VICTORIA
FOUNDATION

1sland

office equipment ltd.

artsvictoria.ca/promo

The Victoria Guild & Dramatic School gratefully acknowledges the financial support
of the Province of British Columbia Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch
and the generous support of of CAEA.

Langham Court Theatre is proud to support Canadian Diebetes Association
www.diabetes.ca

RESTIGE

PICTURE FRAMING ETCETERA
OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE
250-592-7115 o www.prestigepictureframing.ca

Enhance and upgrade your present or newly acquired art work
to current conservation standards and design concepts.
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Theatre Festival

The Mousetrap

By Agatha Christie

Apr 24 - May 30

Twist & Shout
Conceived & Written by
Alex Mustakas

Orchestrations & Vocal Arrangements by
Robert Foster

Jun 12 - Aug 29

Jeeves Intervenes

From the stories of P.G. Wodehouse
Adapted by Margaret Raether

Sep 11-0Oct 3

O

- W

Luxurious Theatre Getaways

theatre, dinner & breakfast with accommodation estern
at the Best Western Plus Chemainus Inn PLus

from $128 per person Chemainus Inn

1.800.565.7738 | chemainustheatre.ca




MAY 27 - 31

— SAVE ON FOODS ——
MEMORIAL CENTRE

CIRQUEDUSOLEIL.COM/VAREKAI

*$25 child price available on select performances.
Service and facility fees apply. Prices subject to change without notice.
que du Soleil, and Varekai are trademarks owned by Cirque du Soleil and used under license.




